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Strabane Station 

1872 
 
Londonderry & 
Enniskillen Railway

      L&ER (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on plans submitted to Parliament 
as part of the Finn Valley Railway Act 
1872 (HL/PO/PB/3/plan1872/F1). 
Date:  1872.
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Thanks to the UK Parliamentary Archives for assistance. 
Ref.:   HL/PO/PB/3/plan1872/F1: Finn Valley Railway (1872) 
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Station opened:  1847

Engine Shed 
Probably FVR.

Turntable, not shown on Parliamentary Plan.  Engine 
Shed and track arrangement is the same as the 1883 
OS plan.   Turntable p robably just omitted.   
Probably FVR, relocated from Strabane / Finn Valley 
Junction.

Note on track layout: 
1872 Plan accompanying Parliamentary 
Bill lacks accuracy.   1883 OS plan has 
been used in preference where 
reasonable matches exist.
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Strabane Station 

1883 
 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on OS plans and Acts of 
Parliament. 
Date:  1883.
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Junction

Station rebuilt by GNR(I) 
in the mid 1880s. 
Station buildings rebuilt 
in 1883 / 84.
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Engine Shed 
Probably FVR.

Turntable 
Probably FVR, relocated (date not known) 
from Strabane / Finn Valley Junction.
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Possible site of 
FVR turntable

Thanks to the UK Parliamentary Archives for assistance. 
Ref.:   HL/PO/PB/3/plan1872/F1: Finn Valley Railway (1872) 
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Site of Strabane 
or Finn Valley 
Junction.   
Removed 1894.

Strabane Station 

1894 
 
Donegal Railway and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      DR (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on various Ordnance Survey plans. 
Date:  1894.
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Road bridge 
known as the 
‘Camels Hump’.

Former Finn Valley Railway (broad gauge) merged 
with West Donegal Railway 1892. 
1600mm (5’ 3") regauged to 914mm (3’) in 1894.

Op
en

ed
 1

89
4

Op
en

ed
 1

89
4

Weighing 
Machine

Weighing 
Machine

Tank

Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.
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End of headshunt.

Mixed gauge turntable and 
associated sidings. 
Date of installation unknown. 
Pictorial evidence shows it 
existed in 1902 and tranship 
wagons were delivered in 1900.
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or Finn Valley 
Junction.   
Removed 1894.

Strabane Station 

1904 
 
Donegal Railway and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      DR (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on various Ordnance Survey plans. 
Date:  1904.
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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known as the 
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Former Finn Valley Railway (broad gauge) merged 
with West Donegal Railway 1892. 
1600mm (5’ 3") regauged to 914mm (3’) in 1894.
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End of headshunt.
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Site of Strabane 
or Finn Valley 
Junction.   
Removed 1894.
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Weighing 
Machine

Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.

Strabane Station 

1909 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey plans and 
photographs. 
Date:  c.1909
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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Road bridge 
known as the 
‘Camels Hump’.

S
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Scissors cross-over:    
In existence from at least 1920 until about 1936. 
Possibly installed when the L&SR was built.

End of headshunt.
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NOTE: 
County Donegal Railway Joint Committee (CDRJC): 
Gauge:   914mm (3ft). 
Incorporated by Act of Parliament:   1 May 1906 
Authorised the joint purchase of the DR by the GNR(I) and 
Midland Railway (of England) (Northern Counties Committee - 
NCC). 
The section between Strabane and Londonderry was wholly 
owned by the Midland Railway (of England) and in no way 
involving the NCC, although the MR did use NCC staff for 
convience.   It was operated by the CDRJC. 
 
Strabane and Letterkenny Railway (S&LR): 
Gauge:   914mm (3ft). 
Opened:   1 January 1909. 
Although jointly owned by the MR (of England) and the GNR(I), 
it was always a separate entity operated by the CDRJC. 

Letterkenny

Lifford Station
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Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.
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1920 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey plans and 
photographs. 
Date:  c.1920.
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New location 
(c.1911 / 12). 
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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d

Railway Street

River Mourne

Road bridge 
known as the 
‘Camels Hump’.

Location of old 
railway bridge;  
replaced 1911/12.

Old location of turntable;  
replaced 1911/12.

S
trabane and Letterkenny Railw

ay opened January 1909

Scissors cross-over:    
In existence from at least 1920 until about 1936.

End of headshunt.

Water 
Tank

Water 
Tank

Crane

Location of Customs 
Station after partition 
in this vicinity.

Location of old single road engine shed: 
- according to Patterson:  “A severe storm in 
November 1911 damaged (Strabane shed) severely 
and as repairs would have cost around £120 it was 
decided to replace it.   Drawings were prepared in 
January 1912 for a two-road shed, also of wood, 
83ft 3in in length and 29ft in width, and it was 
completed and brought into use in the following 
July”.

Letterkenny

Lifford Station
Customs Station 
for rail traffic 
after partition.
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or Finn Valley 
Junction.   
Removed 1894.
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Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.

Strabane Station 

1941 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey and other 
plans, plus photographs. 
Date:  c.1941.
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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known as the 
‘Camels Hump’.

Location of old 
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replaced 1911/12.
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ay opened January 1909

Scissors cross-over:    
In existence from before 1920 until at least 1938.

End of headshunt.
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Bus Garage (Probably built 
late 1930s / early 1940s).
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after partition.
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Removed 1894.
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Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.
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1947 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey and other 
plans, plus photographs. 
Date:  c.1947.
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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Removed 1894.
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Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.
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1949 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey and other 
plans, plus photographs. 
Date:  1949

Engine Shed

Turntable.

Water 
Tank

Transhipment 
Shed

GNR(I) North 
Signal Box

CDRJC 
Signal Box

Railcar Turntable

Goods Shed
Cattle Pens

GNR(I) South 
Signal Box

Goods 
Shed

Crane

Footbridge

CDRJC 
Station

GNR(I) 
Station

Level Crossing

M
ou

rn
e 

Br
id

ge

Londonderry

Lo
nd

on
de

rr
y

NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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Removed 1894.
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Machine

Former Finn Valley Railway 
(broad gauge:   1600mm / 
5’ 3") alignment.
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1954 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey and other 
plans, plus photographs. 
Date:  1954
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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known as the 
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1956 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey and other 
plans, plus photographs. 
Date:  1956 
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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Strabane Station 

Early / Mid 1960s 
 
County Donegal Railway 
Joint Committee and 
Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland)

      CDRJC (gauge:   914mm / 3’) 
      GNR(I) (gauge:   1600mm / 5’3") 
 
Based on Ordnance Survey and other 
plans, plus photographs. 
Date:  From about 1961 to 1965. 
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NOTE: 
Mixed Gauge Turntable: 
Size of turntable varies with different sources: 
- 13’ (Patterson, et al) 
- ~20’ (measured off the Ordnance Survey plan 
and scaled against photographic evidence). 
Purpose: 
- designed for moving wagon bodies between 
broad and narrow gauge wagons (and vice versa) 
- the equivalent of modern day swap bodies.
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These tracks were used to store 
CDRJC rolling stock sold to Dr. Cox for 
shipment to the USA.    
This never took place and the stored 
stock was moved around.   Eventually 
only the track they stood upon was 
left.  The remainder was lifted.

Approximate areas 
covered with hard 
surfaces for CDR 
road vehicles 
shown in yellow.

NOTE: 
GNR(I) was closed in February 1965. 
Strabane lost its railways.

NOTE: 
CDRJC was closed in January 1960.

Former CDRJC 
Lifford Station

Letterkenny


